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Lnlisted by U.S.

In Postwar Role

Albanians Said to Hava
Bzen Soies in Balkans

By RALPH BLUMERNTIHAL

Alburing Gmizvé lead - nwho collabo-
izted with Axis forces in World War 11
were helped into the Uniied States in
the early postwar years ia cornection
with efforts to wnderinine the Commu- |
nist Goverr:ment of Albania, according
to State Departinent documents long
classified as secret.

‘Tne docurnents huve since baon de- .
classified inid were obteined feom Gov- |
ermaent archives by Mare Tiuitt, a -
Stanford dectoral candidate working on
a discertation on political mobilization
of Aleanian cxiles in the cold war. The
papuers provmpted a recpuaed investign-
don by Congress into a possible cover- -
up involving cuspected Nezi war eomi-
rals aud cotaboraiors given refuge in
the Usitted Sintes. - ) 3
~nts are said to show that i

tx State Departmens: initially
ed to the admitling sorae ‘
Albendan Gnigré l2aders breaws . of |
theiv “somewnat  chechored” book-
groueds, i i ;
later brought @ revers.!. Some of the
cxiles then came te the United Statss
and some played a role in Americon
postwar campaigns against the pro-
Soviet Government of Enver Hoxha, the
Albanisa Cornmunist Party leader. The
eiforts, which include? dropping agents
into the Lalkans by parachute in the
early 1¢0s to fonient revolis, failed
and exncerbated Albanian hostility to-
veardite United States.

Cover-Up ks Deniad

A Gt aie Department official, Ron Nei-
tzke, w4 he b= not seon the decu-
mehin and could offer no comment.
Earlicr a State Depaitment gpoleoss
man, Alen D, Romberg, deaisd irat
there Liad been any offort at a coverup
in way crimwes cases. Thousands of
other Atbanian war refesens czme here
in the same period as pioner immi--
gmm’:. .

Albania, on the Adrieti~ between
Yupeslevia and Gresce, wes occupied
by the Raliny and Nazi armies from -
3030t 1044, wirzn it wus liberated by a
Ceranunist-led patisuns, It is among -
the raist potitically isolated nations; it
bes hroken bitterly with its former
aiites, the Soviet Union and China, and |
only recontly signaled an intecest in
closer rilations with Western Evropa,
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OnDec, 18 the Albanian Prime Minis-
ter, Mehmet Shehu, was shot to death or ;
killed hirnself in Tirana, his capit..

John Loftus, a former war crires in-
vestigator for the Justice Deparytr
Oiffice of Special Investiga
charged last month on the CBS
program *‘60 Minutes” that Ame

ek

* Byelorussian Nazi collabcraters into
this country for agitation against the
Soviet Union and for espionaze in Eust-
ern Eurcpe, Mr. Truitt thenr mads some
of his Albanian decumeniation avail-

passed is ¢:a to the General Accousting
Ofiice, »n investigative arm of Con-
gress. Mr. Loftus suid Axis collatora-
tors could not legally enter the United
| .
PStats. . . .

Hiding Files Brings New Inquiry
The G.A.O. said in 1978 that it had
found no evidence of any “‘widespread
conspiracy” to obstruct investigatioas
of suspectd war criminals here. Then
disclosures that soree files had been-
hidden "frem  G.A.Q  investigators
prorapted the House Judiciary Commit- i
tee to ask its agency last month to re-
openits inquiry. .
Mr. Truiit obtained an account of a
visit by Midhat Frasheri, leader of the
Albanian wartime grvoup Balli Kombe-
tar, or National Front, to the American
Ambassador in Rome in November
1847. Mr. Frasheri vvanted 50 followers
admitted to this country to counteract
Coximurnint “intrigees” armong Alba.
nians. Firston the list was ¥ asan Dosti,
Albania’s Minister of Justice in the Ital-
ianoccupation.

Months later, after checking secret
biographical {iles on Mr. Frasheri and
his followers, the State Department re-
plied that it “do2s not believe it would
be appropriate” to facilitate the entry
of the 50, adding: ““It is apparent that
thz political backgreninds of many of
the Albaninn exiles in Italy are some-
what checkered aud that the prese
of these parsons in the United States in
the circrmstances envisioned rmizht
sooner or later occasion embarras
ment to this Governu- =nt.”

Yet by April 1849 I4r. Dosti wes in
Washington urying officials to support
an Albanian National Committes in
Exiie. He laier became the presiden: of |
the United Statos-sponsorad Naticnal
Corumitte2 for a Free Albania. He is
'now 87 years old and lives in Lcs An- .
geles, o ST R
" In a telephone interview, Mr. Uostl
dismissed as Comvmuiist propagzznda
assertions that Albanisn war criminals
had come to the United States, adding !
that he fought the Gormans and the
Gerians Kiiled roeme?s of his family.
Mr. Frasheri got into the United States
‘in 1919 with the Lielp of Robert Jovee, a
member of the Stete Departinent’s”
: Policy Planning Staft, ;
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-pation “who s held responsible by large
nummbars of Albanians for the Tirana
acres of Feb. 4, 1944, and other ex-
committed by the Gestapo in col-
laboration with the Albanian gendar-
marie.” I'e died in Palo Alto, Calif., in
1978, A wartima I+ader, Abas Xuni, who -
wanted the custed King Zog restored to
the Albanian throne, died in Freeport,
L.1., 1976, N
2 Free Albania committee was
given a voice in American pelicy, ac-

i |.cording to a 1948 account of a meeting

betwewi Secretary of Srate Dean Ache-
son and Ernest Bevin, the Britjdh For-
'eion Sucretary. -
“Bevin,” Mr. Acheson is quofad as
" saying, “asked wheti -r we would basi-
cally agree that we tiy to bring down

the Hoxha Gove:nment when tha ceca- ©

sion arises? I said yes, but if this were
precipitated now the Greeoks and Yueo.
slavs might touch off sericus troubie,
Bevinagresd that we have to be carein]
or Russia will intervene. Be asked vhat
governinent would replace Hoxha if ha
is thrown out? Are there any kings
around that could be put in?”

Oper=tions by th: parachated agents
in Albania and Soviet bloc nations for
Americen and British intelligence were
cornpru.nised by the British-Sovist dou-

le agent Kim Phijby. Agents who were
caught were shot.

One American intelligence agent

>

planning such efforis was Micheel |
Burke, later president of the New York
Yankeos and a CBS co.porate exoun- -
tive, In an interview in Mareh in Au-

. grim, Irelznd, where he is woriing ea !

his autobjography, Mr. Burke said that
in the late 1940’s “I was asked by the
.C.LA. if Twould try to create a rovalu-
tionin 41hania.”
" he said, “it wasto ho a
clinical cave for the United States Gov-
cernmertt ar:? the question was: Is it pos-
'sibleinpracatime to bring down o Com-
munist Governsaont without overt mili-
tary intervention? It was a trial case
and 1 worked .t it about a year and a
half ond concluded in the end it wos not

pes to do without overt air and !
militzry support trom Ingland and the i
Unit=5 States, or Yoiu

couldn't doit with just local..” .

Mr. Truitt said he was szeking more
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